
 

 

antisemitischen Traktaten des 19. Jh. hin zur „Judenzählung“ im deutschen Heer im Ersten 

Weltkrieg. Die Hrsg. sprechen von einer „antisemitischen Arithmetik“, um die Stimmung 

hinter Statistiken abzubilden: Stets verband sich mit diesen Erhebungen die Vorstellung, 

Juden seien überproportional (in den Universitäten oder bestimmten Berufen) bzw. unter-

proportional (im Heer) vertreten. Wie auch der Fall von Rumänien zeigt, orientierten sich 

lokale Eliten an demographic anxieties, die in Europa allerorts zu finden waren und mit 

einem global antisemitic imaginary korrespondierten (Sorescu und Cârstocea). Amerikani-

sche Invektiven ebenso wie kritische Stimmen etwa der Alliance Israélite Universelle be-

stärkten bestehende Vorurteile in Osteuropa, wonach ein eigenes, nationales Interesse sich 

gegen Einflüsse von außen schützen müsse. Die Konzentration jüdischer Bevölkerung in 

Moldawien wurde gar als „new Palestine“ gelesen (S. 69). 

Indem der Band in erster Linie eine Rekonstruktion historischer Quoten mitsamt der 

damit verbundenen politischen Entscheidungsprozesse und antisemitischen Diskurse vor-

nimmt, schärft er den Blick für historische Kontinuitäten. Oder drängen sich, bedingt 

durch die aktuell zunehmende Konjunktur von Hass und Hassrede, diese Parallelen dem 

Lesenden ganz von selbst auf? Schließlich wurde gerade Ungarn durch die Regierung 

Orbán wieder vermehrt als Bollwerk gegen westliche Dekadenz und schadhaften Libera-

lismus dargestellt. Auf der Pariser Konferenz gegen Ende des heute wieder furchtbar rele-

vant gewordenen Krimkrieges wurde 1856 auch die Frage politischer Rechte für wallachi-

sche und moldawische Juden verhandelt. Auch die Vereinigten Staaten werden vereinzelt 

herangezogen, wenn es um die historische Kontextualisierung von Quoten für Juden an 

ungarischen Universitäten geht. Als Schreckgespenst galt amerikanischen Antisemiten 

damals, dass anderen Universitäten das angebliche „Schicksal“ der Columbia University 

ereile: dass zu viele Juden ein Studium aufnahmen, wenn lediglich meritokratische 

Schranken den Zugang regelten. Schon zu Beginn des 20. Jh. gaben die großen, von wei-

ßen Protestanten dominierten Ostküsten-Institutionen den Schauplatz für eine Debatte um 

admissions als politische Frage. 

Der Band versucht, die Diskurse um den Zugang zur Höheren Bildung zusammen mit der 

Gewalt in Ost- und Mitteleuropa zu beleuchten. Aus dem Überblickscharakter der Dar-

stellung folgt jedoch in der Einleitung der Hrsg. eine teils fragwürdige Gegenüberstellung der 

Ereignisse, siehe die Einleitung der Herausgeber: „In the fall of 1918, anti-Jewish violence 

was reported across the Habsburg lands, from Bohemia to Galicia, where a three-day orgy of 

violence erupted in Lwów/Lemberg […], claiming no fewer than seventy-three Jewish lives. 

The anti-Jewish violence reached its bloodiest extreme during the Russian Civil War (1918–

1920), when anywhere between fifty thousand and two hundred thousand Jews [!] were 

killed on the territory of present-day Ukraine“ (S. 9). Erscheint die zeitgleiche ungarische 

NC-Gesetzgebung in diesem Licht nicht beinahe als das geringere Übel? Gelegentlich hätte 

ein stärker interpretierender Zugriff den Gehalt der Beiträge noch klarer hervortreten lassen. 

Ein Wort, ganz ohne die historische Substanz des Buches zu berühren: Die Entschei-

dung des Verlags, weder ein PDF noch ein physisches Belegexemplar, sondern einen „E-

Reader“ bereitzustellen, erschwerte die Lektüre sowie das Nachverfolgen von Endnoten 

nicht unerheblich. 

Berlin  Felix Steilen 

 

 

Claire Morelon: Streetscapes of War and Revolution. Prague, 1914–1920. (Studies in 

the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare.) Cambridge University Press. Cam-

bridge 2024. XI, 327 S., Kt., Ill. ISBN 978-1-009-33530-0. (Open Access: https://doi.org/ 

10.1017/9781009335331; Print: € 99,20.)  

As noted by many scholars, the Habsburg home front played a key role in the ultimate 

defeat and dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. Claire M o r e l o n’s recent book 

is a welcome addition to the debates surrounding the domestic dimensions of the fall of the 

monarchy. Traditionally, studies on this subject have revolved around issues of national-



 

 

ism and radical politics while neglecting more nuanced factors that drove a wedge between 

the mentality of the people and that of the government. By choosing Prague as the subject 

of her study, the author eschews the usual emphasis on the metropolitan perspectives of 

Vienna or Budapest, bringing much needed insight into provincial dimensions of the war. 

Moreover, since she extends her perspective well beyond the revolutionary moment of 28 

October 1918, her study offers a much needed reappraisal of the post-1918 transition pro-

cess in Czechoslovakia. By stressing continuities and rifts, M.’s approach reveals how the 

“national revolution” was much less straightforward than often assumed. More traditional 

narratives, in contrast, adopt a simple national and teleological perspective that emphasizes 

a purely linear causal chain of events leading inevitably to national independence.  

M. focuses on the phenomena at play from below by examining the perspective of the 

Prague streets in a topographic, physical, and social sense. Understanding the everyday 

dimensions of wartime politics and policies has always been key to any analysis of the 

home front, and M.’s book does this approach much justice by immersing the reader thor-

oughly in the life of the city on the most basic level, which she describes as the “everyday 

sensorial texture of the city.” (p. 3) She unveils a complicated pattern of interconnected 

loyalties, noting that patriotism on the local, regional, national, and imperial levels ulti-

mately depended on the perception of everyday realities within the liminal semi-

private/semi-public urban space. The close study of streets and squares enables her to fol-

low “the trajectories of Prague” (p. 3) from the early shocks of mobilization to the collapse 

of state authority, from a regional center to a capital, and from growing despair and disillu-

sionment to the uncertainties and hopes of the immediate postwar years. 

The book is divided into six chapters. Chapter 1 analyzes the process of militarization 

within the urban space as well as the general transformation of civil-military relations that 

followed on the heels of mobilization. The author convincingly argues that the war altered 

the city administration and life in general through various security, propaganda, and logis-

tical measures as well as through the massive presence of soldiers and other symbols of 

war that appeared almost immediately in the city streets. She shows how the increased 

military presence fueled not only patriotism, but also conflict and violence in everyday in-

teractions. Likewise, she outlines how the efforts of the military to control society alienat-

ed the civil administration and intensified conflicts within civil-military relations at the 

administrative level. Notably, M.’s conclusion that, in practice, arbitrary persecution and 

severe security measures were blunted by general inefficiency is an important qualifier, 

adding nuance to our understanding of the nature of “war absolutism” in Cisleithania.  

Chapter 2 analyzes imperial patriotic mobilization on two key levels: first, on the streets 

through campaigns, rituals, and symbols; and second, in people’s lives through charities, 

welfare efforts, and other social support measures that the government increasingly out-

sourced to various, often nationalist, actors. In Chapter 3, M. looks at the way the war 

manifested itself in public spaces through reminders of absence, such as solidarity collec-

tions for the soldiers of the local regiment, monuments to the fallen, or the silence of re-

quisitioned church bells. At the same time, the text also studies the constant presence of 

new phenomena, such as hospitals, wounded bodies, and refugees. As the author shows, 

the refugees in particular suffered not only from ethnic and racial stereotyping but also 

from growing antagonism among the local population, especially as people faced severe 

shortages. These economic struggles are analyzed in detail in Chapter 4, which covers the 

belated and increasingly inefficient efforts by the authorities to deal with the dynamics of 

scarcity by enacting increasingly extreme regulation. This chapter also analyses the strate-

gies adopted to cope with the shortages that became central to the urban experience of de-

privation. Scarcity distorted social hierarchies and relations between groups, particularly 

between urban and rural communities, ultimately posing a perceived threat to the unity of 

the (Czech) national body.  

In Chapter 5, M. focuses on the growing crisis of legitimacy affecting the state through 

the lens of protest. This chapter emphasizes the importance of studying spatial patterns of 



 

 

protest, noting that protests both send a message and attach new meanings to traditional 

focal points within the streetscape. It also traces a strong continuity with postwar practices, 

suggesting that unrest followed the same patterns in the same spaces. Additionally, M. 

uses the example of the housing crisis to analyze the uneven dynamics of continuity and 

change within the context of ongoing social conflicts, including direct actions undertaken 

by what was now the Czechoslovak public against the perceived unequal distribution of 

resources. She situates attacks on the perceived transgressors of the new postwar order 

(such as Jews, Germans, and war profiteers) within the context of a new grassroots move-

ment linked to new ideas of democracy and self-government. However, one may well ask 

whether these expressions of street justice might rather be interpreted as a byproduct of 

wartime frustrations and the general loss of power and influence on the part of the central 

state and local authorities leading to the “revolution of 1918.” 

Similar questions about continuity and the nature of the revolution in 1918 come to the 

fore in Chapter 6, where the author aims to overturn traditional narratives by convincingly 

arguing that the revolution was neither “a purely Czech national revolution” nor “an abort-

ed Bolshevik coup” but an event “centered around class and moral economy of wartime 

sacrifices.” (p. 252) As above, she substantiates her claims by looking closely at the 

“everyday revolution” as it unfolded in the streets of Prague, where, as she notes, tradi-

tional political dichotomies were largely irrelevant. Both “liberation” and “revolution” 

very much remained ambivalent terms whose meanings differed from one person to the 

next. October 1918, M. contends, did not bring much of a break from the harsh realities of 

everyday life for many people, apart from a momentary ecstasy of hope. Indeed, reading 

M.’s analysis begs the question of whether (or to what extent) the crowds were celebrating 

national independence or rather if their enthusiasm largely reflected the widespread relief 

that the war was over. While this particular question remains unanswered, the book very 

convincingly shows that the wartime regime itself persisted in terms of legal frameworks, 

official structures, and even personnel as well as in the crumbling economy, social con-

flict, everyday violence, and fighting that continued in the new peripheries well into 1919 

or 1920.  

There is no question that Streetscapes of War and Revolution is an innovative contribu-

tion to the study of the urban home front in World War I. It offers fascinating insights into 

the inner dynamics of urban life in wartime, upending many traditional narratives in the 

process. It offers a dynamic picture of patriotism that sheds light at how loyalty was pro-

duced, reproduced, and lost during the last Habsburg war by revealing the consistent logic 

of economic well-being that overshadowed any immediate political affiliations. And, last 

but not least, it deeply challenges the traditional chronology of Central European history, 

adding a strong argument to the claim that continuities, not changes, were the defining 

characteristics of the post-1918 transition. In this context, M. positions her research at the 

center of current historiography, making her book a must-read for any scholar interested in 

the history of the wartime Habsburg Empire as well as for those studying not just early 

Czechoslovakia, but any of the emerging successor states of post-1918 Central Europe. 

Pardubice  Jiří Hutečka 

 

 

Nationen und Grenzen. Bildung neuer Staaten in Ost- und Mitteleuropa nach dem Ersten 

Weltkrieg. Hrsg. von Maciej K r o t o f i l  und Dorota M i c h a l u k. (Geschichte im mit-

teleuropäischen Kontext, Bd. 4.) Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. Göttingen 2022. 277 S., Kt. 

ISBN 978-3-8471-1507-6. (€ 55,–.)  

Die Vf. des Bandes widmen sich der unübersichtlichen Phase erfolgreicher und miss-

glückter Staatsgründungsprozesse 1917–1921 unter einem recht allgemein gehaltenen 

Titel. Der geografische Fokus liegt auf jenen Gebieten, die bis zu den Teilungen im 18. Jh. 

der Adelsrepublik Polen-Litauen angehörten und in denen neben polnischen und litaui-

schen auch belarusische, jüdische, lettische und ukrainische Gruppen Projekte zur Gestal-


